
Yeah, you read that sentence right.  

You might be thinking how could 

someone who has been married less 

than a month offer any kind of per-

spective on what it means to be mar-

ried?  You would have good reason to 

feel that way, but at the same time, we 

often substitute personal experiences 

on perspectives that can be in conflict 

with God’s Word and His ideal for 

marriage. 

The one perspective of marriage that 

has become more enhanced in my 

mind over the last month is that Christ 

likens a marriage to His relationship 

with the Church.  I have an under-

graduate and graduate degree in relig-

ion and it’s only been in the last few 

weeks that I have come to better un-

derstand what that relationship looks 

like.  Christ does not describe this rela-

tionship as a parent-child, friend-

friend, lovers or anything else other 

than a marriage with the Church being 

His bride.  I know how I feel about my 

wife and I’m going to do everything in 

my power to make sure those feelings 

are even stronger 30 years from now.  

Christ established His church almost 

2,000 years ago!  Imagine the heart He 

has for those who belong to it.   

I’m currently working my way 

through a couple of books, one of them 

being David Kinnaman’s UnChristian:  

What A New Generation Really Thinks 

About Christianity…And Why It Matters.  

In his book, Kinnaman draws upon his 

research with the Barna Group to 

gauge what the 42 and under age 

group thinks of the church.  His re-

search is sobering and it only gets 

bleaker when you look at the 16-29 age 

group.  Most commonly, these individu-

als see the church as hypocritical, irrele-

vant, judgmental, too political and an-

tagonistic.  It’s sad to think that those 

who do not belong to the church see 

those of us who are the church as the 

characteristics listed above.  Now under-

stand not everyone in the church is sub-

ject to these criticisms, however we do 

have convictions and that is coupled 

with the fact that we make mistakes.  It 

would break my heart and ignite an an-

ger fuse to hear someone describe my 

bride, someone I’ve given my life to that 

way.  Kinnaman points that people are 

seeking a transparent church that truly 

mimics Christ, loving, grace-filled and 

standing on the truth of His Word rather 

than their own personal views. 

So why does this matter?  As I read Kin-

naman’s book, I am reminded of what 

another author penned many years ago, 

George Sweating wrote, “the church has 

many critics, but no equal.”  I believe he’s 

right, but I also believe Kinnaman is on 

to something.  How are we doing as the 

church?  How are you doing in your at-

tendance at worship services and small 

groups?  Chances are, if that’s lacking, 

your walk with the Lord might be suffer-

ing as well.  How about your giving to 

the body of Christ?  Chances are if we’re 

not giving to the Lord and His work, 

then we’re probably not giving to others.  

How about serving in the church?  

Again, if we’re not serving in the church, 

we’re probably not serving those outside 

of the church. 

My desire for us as a church is that we 

would be described by those outside  

and inside the church as caring, loving, 

transparent, more interested in people 

rather than what they can do for us, not 

perfect, but striving, not irrelevant, but 

offering hope in the midst of where our 

world is.  Paul, in his farewell to the 

Ephesian elders told them, “Be shep-

herds of the church of God, which he 

bought with his own blood.”  (Acts 

20:28b)   

As we enter the spring and summer 

seasons, let us chisel in our minds that 

we are the church and may the exam-

ple we set both inside and outside the 

church be one that brings honor and 

glory to the One who will be returning 

for His bride.  As John said to close the 

Book of Revelation, “come quickly Lord 

Jesus.” 

Pastor Adrian 
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Holy Communion  

We will be observing Holy  

Communion on Easter Sunday, 

April 12th at the 8:30 & 10:00 am 

worship ser-

vices.  Please 

make plans to 

attend this 

special Easter 

service and 

invite a friend 

or neighbor to 

worship with you.  
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Everyone is invited as we join with 
other area churches to worship  
together during Holy Week 2009. 

Holy Thursday (4/9) 7:00 pm / 
Knightdale Baptist Church  

Good Friday (4/10) 7:00 pm / 
Knightdale Methodist Church 

Easter Sunrise (4/12) 7:00 am / 
Harper Park 

A Look at the Numbersé March 

March 1st  21 / 87  $2,712.00 

March 8th  20 / 70  $1,926.00 

March 15th  69  $1,286.91 

March 22nd  93  $1,217.85 

March 29th  91  $928.00 

Total Amount of Tithes    $8,070.76  
Amount Needed Per Week    $2,284.62  
Average Weekly Tithes    $1,614.15  
YTD Budget Shortage    $3,157.40  
Building Fund Total    $55,965.89  
 

òThe purpose of tithing is to teach you always to fear 

the Lord your God.ó (NLT)  

Deuteronomy 14:23 

Holy Week Services in April  
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Morning Worship Services 

With the summer months approaching, the morning worship 

schedule will be as follows: 

May – August:  10:00 am service only. 

September – April:  8:30 & 10:00 am worship services.  (no 

childcare at the 8:30 service) 

Beginning May 2nd through the end of August, we’ll be having 

only one worship service at 10:00 am.  If the church continues 

to grow at a rate that a second service is warranted during the 

summer, we will add the 8:30 service back into the schedule.  

Thank you to all those who so faithfully attended the 8:30 ser-

vices and be ready to get started again in September! 

Youth News! 

Our youth group meets on Sunday nights from 

5:00 – 6:30.  If you have a teenager, we’d love to 

have them at youth.  Also, our teenagers are 

hungry!  As we help them grow spiritually on 

Sunday nights, you can help by providing a 

meal for them.  Whether it’s home cooking or 

fast food, please help meet this need as we seek 

to reach out to our teens.  If you can provide a 

meal for 5-10 teens on a Sunday night, please 

sign up in the lobby.  You can drop off the food 

at the church at 5 pm on Sunday afternoon. 

If You Have a Child in Nursery 

or Children’s Church 

Your childôs health is a matter of impor-

tance to us, and it also impacts the other 

children at NCC.  Children with fever, 

persistent cough, green or yellow runny 

nose, vomiting or diarrhea will NOT be 

permitted.  If your child has a fever, we 

ask that he or she be fever free without 

being on fever reducing medicines for at 

least 24 hours prior to being in nursery. 



Camp Dixie, located in  

Fayetteville is a wonderful retreat 

and Christian campground that of-

fers summer camps for children 

ages 5 years old – 12th grade.  NCC 

has supported Camp Dixie and its 

ministry since our inception and our 

kids have attended summer camp 

each year.  This year, we are hoping 

to underwrite  a majority of the costs 

for every child who regularly attends 

NCC.  Please fill out a camper  

registration form (located in the 

church lobby) and give it to  

Pastor Adrian.  These payments are 

non-refundable, so please make sure 

your child definitely wants to attend 

camp before registering them. 

families suffering, all proceeds will 

be going to pay for all of our young 

people to attend summer camp this 

year.   If your child regularly attends 

Northside, then we want to make 

sure they go to camp, with as little 

cost to you as possible.  So please 

support the yard sale, by volunteer-

ing, donating items or telling those 

you know. 
 

Northside is going to be putting on a 

BIG church yard sale on  

Saturday, May 2nd beginning at 7:00 

am at the church.  If you have items 

that would be suitable for a yard sale, 

please bring those items to the 

church between April 26th and May 

1st.  Please tell your friends and 

neighbors about this event.  With the 

economy being hard hit and many 

BIG Church Yard Sale! 
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Little People's Retreat - May 29-30 

Grade 2 - Age 5 

Beginner Camp - June 14-19 

Grades 2-4 

Junior Camp - June 21-26 

Grades 5-6 

Intermediate Camp - June 28-July 3 

Grades 7-8 

Senior Camp - July 5-10 

Grades 9-12 

Grade levels are determined by what 

grade the camper will enter in the Fall 

of 2009. 

Discover Northside Class! 

  
On Sunday, April 26th, we will be  

offering the Discover Northside class 

following the 10:00 am worship  

service.  This time is designed for 

newcomers to Northside to hear the 

vision of the church and have their 

questions answered.  It’s also an  

opportunity to join the church.  

Lunch will be provided.  Please sign 

up in the church lobby if you plan to 

attend this class.  

Church Business Meeting  

Northside has scheduled a church business meeting on Sunday, May 10th at 6:30 pm.  The 2008 end of the year financial 

report as well as the 1st quarter of 2009 will be presented.  We will also be  

discussing the progress the building team has made.  There will also be other important church  

updates.  If you are a partner or a regular attendee, please make every effort to be present for this meeting. 

Building Team Meeting  
The Building Team will be meeting on Wednesday April 29thy at 6:30 pm at the church.  If you are a part of this team, please make 

plans to attend.  Kevin Benko from SPRUNG structures will be joining us. 

 

Finance Team Meeting 
The Finance Team will be meeting on Thursday night, April 23rd at 7:00 pm at the church.  All team members are asked to be in  

attendance. 
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weeks. Be on the lookout for more information, and be praying about where you can help!  




