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From The Pastor’s Heart

Often I like to pass on articles from a gentleman named Edward Fudge. Fudge is a noted author and belongs
to the Church of Christ denomination. You can find his articles at www.edwardfudge.com. The article below
deals with “consumer Christianity”” and the church’s attempt to grow numerically at the expense of sacrificing
the calling and message of the gospel. While you might not agree with everything Fudge has to say, I think his
point is to make us more aware of our dependency on God to grow His church, not our own genius ideas that
have the tendency to leave God out of the picture. As we continue to pray for the growth of Northside — both
spiritually and numerically, let us not sacrifice our convictions and integrity so that we may look more like the
world.

Pastor Adrian Dixon

CONSUMER CHRISTIANITY

The modern generation, we are told, looks at church through consumer eyes. They are spiritual shoppers, go-
ing from one congregation to another, inspecting the "merchandise" for quality, comparing elements of con-
venience, service and cost. Churches that wish to grow (or even to survive) are expected to be customer-
oriented, ever-happy providers dispensing whatever satisfies the public and makes the shoppers content.

It is certainly biblical and desirable to care about people and to serve others joyfully in the name of Christ. It is
also wise to try to learn the language of those with whom we wish to speak. But the whole concept described
above, I suggest, tragically bypasses the gospel and distorts the New Testament picture of church as God in-
tends it. Consumer Christianity caters to selfishness and, by rewarding it, fosters more of the same. It ignores
Jesus' call to repentance, dispenses with commitment and thwarts discipleship. It forgets the primary agenda of
the church, which is announcing the gospel and making imitators of Christ. Jesus does not invite us to buy a
ticket and demand good service. He calls us to deny self, to put others ahead of self, to serve rather than to be
served.

The church is not benefitted, long-term, by dumbing-down its teaching, trashing its heritage of hymns and
freewheeling its prayers -- all in hopes of attracting someone who might otherwise encounter something he or
she does not understand. Growth that counts, and endures, comes when hearts are convicted of sin, turn to
Christ for forgiveness, and answer God's call to serious discipleship within the loving faith-family of mutual
responsibility, mutual service and mutual support.

So long as we imagine that the church's job is making people happy, that its mission is accomplished primarily
on the premises, or that its work can be carried out by paid ministry and staff, we are doomed to unending frus-
tration, worn-out workers and complaining customers. The solution is ancient and costly: "Repent and believe
the gospel." "Take up your cross and follow Me." "Each one should use whatever spiritual gift he has received
to serve others . . . with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus
Christ." As we do that, God in his sovereignty will see to needed growth.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL d CROCODILE DOCK
Meeting for all Volunteers Sunday night, June 7th, 6:30pm
VBS Dates: July 12 ™7 16" 6:30 i 8:30 pm
http://www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/myvbs/NorthsideCommunity

June Birthdays:
LET®S S HAVE Mattie Jones Ist
Heather McGeachie 6th
LADIES NIGHT OUT! Courtney Penny 10th
Mason Miller 11th
Tom Bodette 13th
How about a night of dinner and David Gillick 21+
fellowship with other ladies in the church? Gerald Thayer 220
. Ben Edwards 26th
Please come out to Olive Garden on
. . i Patti Pritchett 26th
Friday night, June 26th at 7pm for dinner.
Ronnie Earp 28th

Let’s Recognize our Dads

A (s s, it e Wt
Castle.com

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 21st.
Bring your dad, your friend’s dad, your

dad’s dad, and any dad you can find to Al |yah Jade
worship with you! We have a special

gift for all of our dad’s and men in \ born May 16th
attendance that Sunday. The church will M n ~ to Michael & Erica Santiago

be a great place to gather as we honor CONGRATULATIONS!

our fathers.

WOW Ladiesd Event

The WOW ladies group will have Tara Furman
from Cary, NC come and speak on  "Intimacy in
Christ" on Saturday, June 20th, 9:30 -1:30pm.
All ladies are invited to attend. Coffee and
Danishes will be provided.

Summer Bible Study

Pastor Adrian will be leading a Bible study on Wednesday nights beginning Junel0th. The Bible study will be
dealing with Ahot topicso that we see each and every
soci al i ssues, we 06| | be | ooking at what the Bible ha
Wednesday night at 7:00.

Christian Sympathy

Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Tom & Carole Carrothers. Carole’s mother, Gerda Cornelia Van Staalduinen
Tigchelaar passed away on May 12th. Please continue to remember the Carrother’s family in your prayers during this difficult time.
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Church Loan Update - June ‘09 A Look at the Numbers. .. May
Northside Community Church is aggressively paying down a Attendance  Offering
loan used to plant the church as well as acquire property. May 3rd 107 $4.091.00
This loan is interest free and as it’s paid back, these monies A ’
are being used to plant and build other churches. If you May 10t 90 $1,648.00
would like to contribute to help meet this need, please note May 17th 86 $1,004.00
your gift for “loanr e p a y emel mdildt to Northside May 24th 97 $3,071.00
Community Church, PO Box 1139, Knightdale, NC 27545. May 31+ 99 $2.661.00
I nvested in us to get Northsi fo?al&'rﬂoqjﬁteofﬂtﬁesar e t odayﬁ\ﬁflsado we| owe
so that we might invest in other$81,363.73 ’ '
Amount Needed Per Week $2,284.62
Average Weekly Tithes $2,495.00
YTD Budget Shortage $583.98
Building Fund Total $55,965.89
ChurChCIBaningSChedUIe 0The purpose of tithing is to (NETacgh you
June Judy Seay & Sandra Adams Deuteronomy 14:23c

Church Refreshment Schedule Holy Communion

1st Sunday of each month Ed & Frances Rogerson We will be observing Holy Communion
2nd Sunday of each month Debra Dixon , Shoshannah Coleman on Sunday, June
14t at the 10:00
3rd Sunday of each month David & Fern Vinston .
am service.
4th Sunday of each month George & Liz Watson \-‘ ‘ Y
5th Sunday of each month Chris & Stephanie Avery (4 times per year) ‘..‘ ... .... ®
Church Greeting Schedule
1st Sunday of each month Ed & Frances Rogerson RALEIGH RESCUE MISSION
2nd Sunday of each month Carl & Heather Richardson We will be serving at this mission this Friday,
. June 5th. If you can help serve food and clean

3rd Sunday of each month Tom & Sue Bodette up, please plan to be there at 4:30pm.
4th Sunday of each month Sue Wade & Nellie Griner
5th Sunday of each month Ed & Frances Rogerson

CHURCH SOFTBALL SCHEDULE! ®D
DATE TIME OPPONENT FIELD
6-8 Monday 7:00  Knights of Columbus Wendell Park Large Field
6-11 Thursday 7:00  Hales Chapel East Wake Community Field
6-15 Monday 8:00  St. Eugene Catholic Wendell Park Large Field
6-18 Thursday 8:00  Zebulon Baptist East Wake Community Field
6-22 Monday 7:00  Vision Baptist East Wake Community Field
6-25 Thursday 8:00  Wendell Methodist Wendell Park Large Field

6-29 Monday 8:00  Beacon Baptist East Wake Community Field






